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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ANTANANARIVO 0603 

FOR M/MO/R 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECRP MA 

SUB J : CERP 4256 - PETROLEUM STATISTICS, MADAGASCAR 

REFS: (A) 76 ANT A-49, (B) 77 ANT 0608, (C) 77 ANT 1736, 

(D) 77 STATE A-4905 

1 . SINCE THE NATIONALIZATION OF PETROLEUM COMPANIES IN JUNE 
1976, IT HAS BECOME DIFFICULT OR ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE 
EMBASSY TO GET ALL REQUIRED DATE TO FULFILL CERP 4256 
(FORMER 4259) REQUIREMENTS (SEE REFS A, B AND C). 

2. THIS YEAR WE HAVE WRITTEN DIRECTLY TO RENE JEAN BAPTISTE, 

THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SOLIMA (THE NATIONALIZED OIL COMPANY) 
REQUESTING NECESSARY DATA. HIS FIRST TELEPHONE REPLY WAS THAT 
THE DATA (PER REF D) THE EMBASSY IS REQUESTING ARE TOO VOLUMINOUS 
AND TOO COMPLICATED AND THAT HE IS GOING TO CONSULT THE MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE OF SOLIMA ON HOW BEST TO REPLY TO OUR REQUEST. 

3. EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS DECISION, WHETHER POSITIVE OR 
NEGATIVE, WILL TAKE AT LEAST ONE MONTH. 

4. EMBASSY WILL ADVISE.BARRETT 
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